
Volume 115  No. 2    Cleveland, Ohio         Summer 2016 

The WRSSAR leads the 4th of July Celebrations in Gates Mills, OH, for the 20th Year! 

For 20 years, the Western Reserve Society Color Guard has lead the 4th of July celebrations in Gates Mills, 

Ohio.  This year’s celebrations included fire engines, bands, floats, antique cars, horses, and, being Gates 

Mills, foxhounds.  On behalf of the entire Society, we commend John Franklin, Lee MacBride, Scott Glasgow, 

Galen Swab, Stan Thomas and Claude Custer for their tireless volunteer service to our community.  WRSSAR 

President, Bill Shanklin, presented 4th grader, Praval Jiddu, an SAR Good Citizenship pin and cash award for 

his winning essay in the WRSSAR annual Gates Mills Elementary Essay Contest chaired by Fred Watkins.  

Thanks to the leadership of Compatriot Watkins, the Gates Mills school district has been promoting our Amer-

icanism Elementary Essay Contest as an integral part of its Patriotism curricula.  The Principal has come to 

count upon our program as a cornerstone of their patriotic outreach each year.  The WRSSAR Youth Outreach 

programs promote Americanism, History and Patriotism throughout Northeastern Ohio through our annual:  

Good Citizenship Awards, Gates Mills Elementary Essay Contest, Elementary School Americanism Poster 

Contest, Middle School Americanism Brochure Contest, High School Oration Contest, High School Essay 

Contest and our ROTC and Eagle Scout awards.  The WRSSAR is actively involved in our community! 



 

WESTERN RESERVE CIRCULAR 

The Western Reserve Circular is the official  

publication of the Western Reserve Society, Sons 

of the American Revolution, established in  

Cleveland, Ohio, in 1892.   

 

The editor is J. Atlee Horner, III.    

Pictures by John & Betty Franklin. 

To submit an article for publication, please email 

jatleehorneriii@gmail.com 

 

The Board & Officers of the   

Western Reserve Society SAR: 

 President  William Shanklin 

 1st VP   William Lentz 

 2nd VP  Claude Custer 

 Secretary  Frank Moore 

 Treasurer  J. Atlee Horner III 

 Registrar  Richard Rezie 

 Historian  John H. Franklin, Jr. 

 Genealogist  Ted Minier 

 Chaplain  David B. Foster 

 Parliamentarian:     Henry Heckman 

 Statutory Agent:     Richard Rezie 

 Trustee:          Richard Fetzer 

 Trustee:         Michael Kertes 

 Trustee:  Thomas Stickney 

 Trustee:                    Duncan McVean 

 Trustee:   David Benson 

 Trustee:   William Ross 

 Trustee:   David Foster 

 Trustee:   Lee MacBride 

 Trustee:   Chatham Berry 

2016 MEMBERSHIP EVENTS 

July 8-13 NSSAR Congress in Boston 

July 23rd Fort Laurens Rededication 

WED September 14th:  Constitution Day Luncheon 

FRI October 14th: Willard Night Award Dinner 

WED November 9th SAR/DAR VETERANS Luncheon 

FRI December 16th:  Annual Meeting/Christmas Dinner 

 

In the spring, the WRSSAR was very active awarding 

certificates to homeowners for appropriately flying the 

US flag; holding our annual High School Oration con-

test, Elementary School Poster contest, Middle School 

Brochure Contest, Eagle Scout Award; ROTC awards, 

Good Citizenship Awards, our annual George Washing-

ton’s Birthday Celebration with the Singing Angels, and 

we welcomed a wonderful speaker who spoke about his 

personal experience as a doctor serving in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan as part of the Army Reserve Medical Corps.  

 

But, our work and the chance for fellowship has only 

begun.  This fall, the WRSSAR will hold 4 membership 

meetings at the Union Club featuring a variety of speak-

ers.  Not all of the final arrangements have been made 

yet, so, please look for our regular event postcards to 

arrive at your door 1 month ahead of time.  Or, consult 

our Facebook page or website for updated information.   

 

The Annual Family Night Out with the Indians will re-

turn in 2017.  This year, due to a change in the chair-

man’s work schedule, no event was planned.  But, it will 

return in full glory in 2017.  Go Indians!  Go WRSSAR! 

Summer & Fall 2016 Events 

Stay in touch with the WRSSAR:  Visit our Facebook page 

for photos, news and updates:  www.facebook.com/wrssar 

Or, visit our website at www.wrssar.org 



A Message From Our President 

 By William L. Shanklin, WRSSAR President, 2016 

Every year around the 4th of July, I marvel at how the United States of America 

came into being.  To my knowledge, the American Revolution was the only such 

uprising in history that was provoked and led by the upper-class of society, with the 

possible exception of the U. S. Civil War, which was initiated largely by rich 

Southern plantation holders and their separatist allies. 

John Hancock and Thomas Jefferson were certainly among the wealthiest of men 

in the colonies in 1776, one a Boston merchant and the other a Virginia plantation 

owner.  Yet like other rich men who signed the Declaration of Independence, they 

were willing to risk their lives and vast possessions in an effort to gain freedom for 

the colonies from Mother England.  Hancock was the first to sign the Declaration document and the size and flourish of 

his signature on the document was emphatically meant to show the British his contempt for their repressive policies. 

Envision ourselves in the place of the aristocrats in the colonies, circa 1776.  How many of us would have put our lives 

on the line for our principles and beliefs?  Instead, would we have seethed quietly over George III’s treatment of the 

colonies, particularly over taxes, but still gone on with our materially privileged lives?   

That’s a profound question to ponder amidst the firework displays, pomp and parades, and family cookouts on July 4, 

2016.  Many of our own patriot ancestors were not men of great means, but they were willing to fight and die for the 

precious concept of freedom.  Americans down through the ages have shown the same resolve and many have perished 

in the process at places like Gettysburg, Normandy, and Afghanistan.   

James Madison was not a signer of the Declaration of Independence but he was instrumental, of course, in crafting the 

U. S. Constitution in 1787.  In the fall of 2015, I visited his estate, Montpelier, near Orange, Virginia.  During a tour of 

the Madison home, the docent told a story that illustrates the esteemed character traits of forgiveness and kindness. 

Paul Jennings was born a slave at Montpelier and eventually became James Madison’s personal servant, both at Mont-

pelier and in the White House.   When the British burned the White House during the War of 1812, Jennings helped 

save priceless paintings, including Gilbert Stuart’s rendering of George Washington.  Jennings’ mother was a slave of 

African and Native American blood and his father was thought to be an English trader by the name of Benjamin Jen-

nings. 

After President Madison’s death in 1836, his widow Dolly Madison experienced financial difficulties, owing to mis-

management of the Montpelier estate by her alcoholic son from her first marriage, Payne Todd.   As a result, Dolly was 

forced to sell Montpelier.   Dolly also sold Paul Jennings to a man in Washington, DC, who then resold him to Senator 

Daniel Webster.  The senator allowed Jennings to work for his freedom.   

Jennings’ memoir described his interactions with the ailing and destitute Dolly Madison toward the end of her days in 

1849, while she was residing in Washington, DC: 

“In the last days of her life--before Congress purchased her husband's papers--she was in a state of absolute poverty, 

and I think sometimes suffered for the necessaries of life.  While I was a servant to Mr. Webster, he often sent me to her 

with a market-basket full of provisions, and told me whenever I saw anything in the house that I thought she was in 

need of, to take it to her.  I often did this, and occasionally gave her small sums from my own pocket…” 

Jennings, the former slave, gave assistance and money to his one-time owner.   That is kindness and compassion, not in 

mere words but in action.  Jennings lived to see the end of slavery and his three sons fought for the Union Army in the 

brother-against-brother carnage of the American Civil War. 



WRSSAR 2016 Winter and Spring Events 

Annual George Washington’s Birthday Luncheon at 

the Shaker Heights Country Club.  The Singing An-

gels performed patriotic music in honor of the 

Founding Fathers for a crowd of 90 people. 

George Washington Impersonator leads the Pledge of 

Allegiance as the WRSSAR Color Guard is joined by 

members of local DAR chapters to open the annual 

George Washington’s Birthday celebration. 

The WRSSAR awarded 2 Special Prizes 

as part of the 2016 National History Day 

Contest at CWRU and the WRHS.  Doug 

Dechert, chairman of the WRSSAR Histo-

ry Day committee (pictured below), 

awarded 1st and 2nd place honors to two 

exhibits entitled “Exploring the Shot 

heard Around the world” (pictured at ex-

treme left) and “Exploring the Life of Al-

exander Hamilton” (pictured left).  Both 

exhibits were prepared by students from 

Rocky River High School.   

 

Chairman Dechert has lead the WRSSAR 

delegation to the National History Day 

Contest for years.  The WRSSAR com-

mends him for his leadership and his dedi-

cation to this national event.  Also present 

at this year’s contest were WRSSAR 

members and leaders:  Gil True, Bill Lenz 

and John Franklin.  The WRSSAR re-

ceived acknowledgement for our partici-

pation both in the official printed program 

and also during the introduction and open-

ing ceremony at the event.   



 WRSSAR 2016 Winter and Spring Events 

Please notify Compatriot Horner if you wish to receive a free PAPER COPY of the Member-

ship Roster and future Newsletters.  Beginning in 2016, these two publications will be sent via 

email only so that we can devote more financial resources to our youth and community outreach pro-

grams!  Send requests for paper newsletters or rosters to the Treasurer at:  WRSSAR 17511 Daleview 

Drive,   Lakewood, OH, 44107.  Phone:  216-357-1646   Email:  jatleehorneriii@gmail.com.  Once 

you have requested a paper copy, you need not request future copies.  You will receive all future 

newsletters and/or rosters in paper form until you request that we switch to electronic form. 

The WRSSAR SWEEPS ALL THREE CATEGORIES OF YOUTH OUTREACH con-

tests at the Ohio Society Annual Spring Board of Management & Membership Meeting! 

In April, the WRSSAR held its annual High School Oration Contest at the Union Club of Cleveland.  Five lo-

cal high school students prepared an original speech related to the  Revolutionary War and presented it with-

out notes.  It was another stellar year.  Our 2016 winner, Sebastian Williams of Gilmour Academy, won the 

Ohio Society Oration Contest and is heading to Boston to compete for us at the nationals.  Since the national 

oration contest was created in 1949, Ohio winners have won the  national contest 8 times.  The only state with 

more winners is Virginia with 9 winners.  Florida and Texas share a tie for 3rd place with 6 winners each.   

In addition to our success with the High School Oration contest, the WRSSAR’s winner for the Elementary 

School Poster Contest and the Middle School Brochure Contest both won the Ohio society’s contest and they 

travel to Boston to compete national, as well.  In 2016, the WRSSAR swept these three Ohio Society Ameri-

canism contests.   

This year, over 150 local students competed in our Poster Contest and over 450 students competed in our Mid-

dle School Brochure Contest.  We awarded 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards for both contests.  Zoey Papaniko-

laou from Holy Trinity School in Avon won 1st place in the poster contest and Olivia Crimaldi from Lear-

wood Middle School won 1st place in the brochure contest.  All of the winning posters and brochures will be 

featured in our winter newsletter edition. 

2016’s INCREDIBLE High School Ora-

tion Contest participants pictured from 

left to right:   Zach Holtz of Gilmour 

Academy, Grant Norman (son of Com-

patriot Forest  Norman  Jr. and grandson 

of Compatriot Forest Norman Sr.) of 

Hudson High School, Isaiah Paik of   

University School, Sabrina Baumon of      

Gilmour Academy and our 1st place win-

ner Sebastian Williams of Gilmour Acad-

emy.  Chairman Horner reminds all 

WRSSAR members who have children or 

grandchildren in high school that they are 

welcome to compete each spring! 



WRSSAR 2016 Spring Events 

New WRSSAR member Jon Kittredge and 2nd VP 

Claude Custer review some of the hundreds of entries 

in the Middle School Brochure Contest. 

Chairman Minier presents a Flag Certificate to 

Barbara and Jim Behling of Hudson for their 

proper display of the American Flag 

1st VP Lentz presents featured Speaker Col. Ed 

Horvath with a Certificate of Appreciation for his 

presentation co-sponsored by Trustee William Ross 

President Shanklin presents SAR Good Citizenship pin to 

4th grade Essay Winner Praval Jiddu at the Gates Mills 

4th of July parade.  Also pictured, our great Color Guard! 

Lee MacBride & Galen Swab with the SAR Color 

Guard at the swearing-in ceremony for new Citizens 

at the Cleveland Rock Hall in June.   

The WRSSAR Color Guard & the N.E. Ohio SAR Color 

Guard Retire The Colors  at the 239th Flag Day Anni-

versary & Naturalization Ceremony in Cleveland. 



 The  Annual Naturalization Ceremony:    the WRSSAR Color Guard  Leads The Way 

Welcome Our Newest WRSSAR Members 

Please welcome the WRSSAR’s newest members. These members have all been approved by NSSAR in 2016.  

The WRSSAR remains the largest local chapter in the United States with over 450 members and we are so 

grateful to each and every one of you for your membership and support.   

Mr Raymond Pianka  Cleveland, OH  Mr Mark Wisnieski  Burke, VA 

Mr Maxwell Wisnieski Alexandria, VA  Mr Noah Wisnieski  Alexandria, VA 

Mr Jonathan Kittredge Richmond Hgts, OH 

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

The entire family of the Western Reserve Society SAR  wishes to honor the memory of our members who 

passed away in 2016.  We send our deepest condolences and support to their families and friends.  

 

Compatriot Thomas Ernest Hedge April 2016 

    Compatriot George M Solan February 2016 

 

If you know where your Patriot Ancestor is buried, the WRSSAR would like to know as well.  One of our 

most sincere duties is to perform a solemn Grave Marking ceremony.  The WRSSAR can organize a Color 

Guard lead memorial for your Patriot Ancestor.  Please contact Graves Chairman J. Horner at any time with 

information or questions:  jatleehorneriii@gmail.com or 216-357-1646. 



The Western Reserve Society SAR  

Will Celebrate Our 125th Anniversary in 2017 

The Western Reserve Society SAR is the country’s 2nd oldest chapter.  The National Society SAR, the Ohio 

Society SAR and the WRSSAR were all founded within a brief 3 year period starting in 1889.  The NSSAR 

was founded first on April 10th, 1889.  During that delegate convention, 18 State Societies were created in-

cluding the Ohio Society.   

The OHSSAR held its first meeting in June of 1889.   At this first meeting, the OHSSAR adopted a constitu-

tion which admitted both men and women.  The NSSAR disapproved of this action and ruled that only men 

could be accepted to the SAR.  Thus, in 1890, the DAR was created with the President of the United States’ 

wife as the 1st President General:  Mrs Benjamin Harrison.   

On May 5th, 1892, the Western Reserve Society was created.  There were 23 members living in the Cleve-

land area and the 1st meeting of the WRSSAR took place on December 13th, 1892 in the Club Room of the 

Hollenden Hotel.  The Founding President was Dr Elroy Avery who was the Superintendent of the East 

Cleveland Village.   

Of special note to members is that when the Ohio Society chartered the WRSSAR is was designated as a So-

ciety because NSSAR had not yet established designations for local chapters.  In 1895, the NSSAR defined a 

local chapter as being no greater than 3 counties in size and a division of a State Society.  But, since we pre-

dated that declaration, the WRSSAR has been allowed to retain the  term “Society” , as well as, being exempt 

from the three county limitation.   

In 1992, the WRSSAR celebrated its Centennial.  Those officers and leaders created a motto which still exists 

today “Every Member is a member of the Membership Committee”.  On October 15th, 1992, President 

George H W Bush write a letter stating “I am pleased to extend greetings to all those who are gathered in 

Cleveland to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the WRSSAR...By fostering a spirit of fraternity among your 

members and by promoting a wide range of patriotic activities—from the support of Veterans and law en-

forcement officers to civic education for our youth, the SAR strengthens and enriches our communities and 

Nation.  Barbara joins me in wishing you a memorable celebration.  

As we approach our 125th anniversary, our membership exceeds 450 members which makes us the largest 

chapter in the country.   The current leadership has created an Ad Hoc committee dedicated to our 125th anni-

versary.  Throughout 2017, we hope to have new and exceptional programs.  In June of 2017, we will hold 

our 125th Anniversary Celebration and we hope that as many of our members can attend as possible. 

But, we also want to use this opportunity to reach out to the NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS.  More 

than 1/2 of our current Board of Trustees/Officers and leaders date back to the 1990s.  The world has changed 

considerably in the past 15 years and we need the next generation of leaders to step forward to guide the 

WRSSAR in this new world.  There are more than 300 members in the WRSSAR Life Membership Program 

and we are healthy and successful today due to the efforts and leadership of these many leaders.  There are far 

too many leaders to be mentioned in this article.  However, you will come to learn their names next year, as 

we celebrate our past and look with hope and enthusiasm towards the future.  We are SAR, but maybe more 

importantly, we are the WESTERN RESERVE SOCIETY SAR and we are still leading the way! 



Cleveland in the 1890s Cleveland 2016 

 Some Changes over the past 125 years…. 

  1890s      Today 

Total US Population   63 Million      320 Million 

Number of US States   42      50 

Constitutional    1st -      1st- 

Amendments    15th (1870)     27th (1992) 

Who could vote:   Male US Citizens over 21   All US citizens over 18 

% of population    54%      93% 

in school ages 5-19 yrs  

Life Expectancy   46M / 48F     84M / 87F 

Leaving out any discussion of particular political positions, life in America has clearly changed and improved 

for all of its citizens in the past 125 years.  More people vote; more people have access to educational oppor-

tunities, advances in healthcare and technology have improved our quality of life and given us more leisure 

time and something called “retirement”.   

As editor of the newsletter, I encourage all members regardless of political affiliation to realize that although 

our current political climate is heated, life in the US in many ways, is better than it has ever been.  But, the 

times have changed and the new generation of leaders needs to find a way to make our mission relevant in 

today’s society or our message will fall upon deaf ears.   

YOU HAVE JOINED THE SAR; NOW TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO VOLUNTEER & LEAD: 

If you don’t have time to lead an activity, we still need volunteers who can help out for just a few hours each 

year.   Help us with the Elementary School Poster Contest, Middle School Brochure Contest; High School 

Oration Contest, Veterans Outreach, ROTC outreach; Good Citizenship Outreach (school aged); Flag Com-

mittee.  Consider helping to write articles for the newsletter, Facebook page or new Webpage.  Attend or help 

organize membership luncheons and dinners.  Propose possible speakers or events of interest to our members.  

Or, propose new ways that the WRSSAR can bring its mission to the next generation of Clevelanders.   We 

have an incredible dual legacy to carry forward:  a legacy from our patriot ancestors and from those WRS-

SAR leaders who had the vision to create this incredible organization almost 125 years ago.    



Western Reserve Society          

Sons of the American Revolution         

J. Atlee Horner III, Treasurer         

17511 Daleview Drive          

Lakewood, OH  44107          

      

 

 

 

 

Consider making a donation to the WRSSAR General Fund.  Your donation is truly appreciated and will sup-

port all of our Youth and Community Educational Outreach Programs: 

 

School Americanism programs reinforce US Revolutionary War history by supporting teachers and encourag-

ing students to explore and enjoy US history:  poster contest, brochure contest, oration contest, essay contest, 

and History Day award.  

Our Good Citizenship Program, Eagle Scout Award, Law Enforcement Award, Veterans Outreach, ROTC, 

New Citizen Programs, and Flag Certificates promote civic pride, leadership and patriotism.  

 

These are just a few of our many programs.  Your donation, no matter how small, will help to keep the 

WRSSAR actively engaged with the Greater Cleveland community .  Donations can be made by check 

or credit card.  You can mail checks payable to the WRSSAR to  17511 Daleview Drive, Lakewood, OH, 

44107 or call 216-357-1646 and we can process a credit card donation.   

All donations are fully deductible and appreciated! 

 

ALL DONATIONS TO THE WRSSAR ARE FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE  


