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{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ϧ tŀǘǊƻƴǎ 
Special Thanks to Mr. Thomas Stickney for providing a $1,250 Matching Grant  

and John & Betty Franklin for producing and donating the  

WRSSAR Commemorative Coins 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊπLƴπ/ƘƛŜŦ όϷмΣллл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜύ 

John & Betty Franklin 

Natalie Kittredge in memory of her wonderful husband Chessman Kittredge 

Thomas Stickney 

 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ όϷрллύ 
Fred & Wilma Watkins 

 

[ǘΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ όϷнрлύ 

Jon & Lynn Kittredge  

The McGill Family in honor of the 150th anniversary of their 

5th generation family business:  SP Mount Printing Company 
 

aŀƧƻǊ όϷмллύ 

Michael Kertes 
 

tŀǘǊƻƴǎ 
Jack & Laurie Bredenfoerder 

Laura Chapman 

Jennie & Trevor Jones 

Jon & Lynn Kittredge 

Duncan & Ginger McVean 

Rich & Lydia Rezie 

Mr and Mrs William Ross 

Mr and Mrs William Shanklin 

Brian Walker 

 

A sincere THANK YOU to our Sponsors and Patrons who through their generosity 

are supporting the next 125 years of WRSSAR programs! 



 
 

 
{ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ LǘŜƳǎ 

 
ITEM #1 Four tickets to the FOUR TOPS at the Hard Rocksino at Northfield  

  Park on Thursday, June 29th, at 730pm.  (Value $360) 

 

ITEM #2 CLEVELAND CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY:  (Tickets) Music Series for 2 

   people performed at Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights (7 concerts) 

  Since 1950, the Cleveland Chamber Music Society has presented the 

  most outstanding chamber music ensembles. (Value $125) 

ITEM #3 ¢ǿƻ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ !th[[hΩǎ CLw9Υ  /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ  

  in the 2018 season ς yet to be announced.  (Value $320) 

 

ITEM #4 CLEVELAND BALLET:  Two Season tickets (3 performances) at  

  Playhouse Square.  (Value $354) 

 

ITEM #5 FABULOUS BASKET:  Wine: Louis Jadot Pinot Noir; Decoy Cabernet   

                       Sauvignon, Rosier Pouilly-Fuisse.   GIFT CARDS:  D'Agnese's Tomato 

                       Grill $50, Flip Side $50, Heinen's $50, Hudson's Restaurant $25,  

                       Picnic Basket Supplies. (Value $280) 

 

ITEM #6 Signed Copies of History BOOKS edited by our speaker this evening: 

  Dining with the Washingtons & The Mount Vernon Ladies      

                       Association: 150 years of restoring George Washington's home 

ITEM #7 INDIANS TICKETS:  (Behind Home Base): Wednesday, June 28th, 2017 

                      2 Tickets:  Texas Rangers V Cleveland Indians 7:10pm 

 

Bid Generously and Support the WRSSAR.   

Winners will be announced following our featured Speaker.  If you must leave, we 

will hold your item and contact you in the future for payment/delivery of items. 
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The founding of the National Society SAR, the Ohio Society SAR, and the Western 

Reserve Society SAR, all occurred within a three year period starting in April, 

1889.   On April 10th, 1889, a call was issued by the New Jersey Sons of the 

American Revolution for a delegate convention to be held in New York City for the 

formation of a National Society.  On May 2nd, the NSSAR came into being with 18 

State Societies, one of which was the Ohio Society. 

 

After the convention in New York City, another meeting of the Ohio Society was 

held on June 4th, 1889, and which a constitution was adopted admitting both men 

and women.  The new National Society looked with disfavor on the Ohio 

constitution admitting both men and women and ruled that only male 

descendants would be admitted.  As a result, soon after in 1890, the Daughters of 

the American Revolution was formed with Mrs Benjamin Harrison, wife of the 

President of the United States, as its first President General. 

After the formation of the Ohio Society SAR, meetings were held in Columbus, 

however, members were admitted from many areas of Ohio . By early 1892, the 

Cleveland area had 23 members and the WRSSAR was chartered by the Ohio 

Society on May 5th, 1892.  It was formally organized in a meeting assembled in the 

Club Room of the Hollenden Hotel on December 13th, 1892  At the organizational 

meeting, 23 charter members were recognized and the 1st President was elected:  

Dr Elroy M Avery.   

Dr Avery appears to have sparked the formation of the Society.  He was an active 

Civic leader and let the movement to restore the grave of Moses Cleaveland in 

Connecticut in 1906.  Dr Avery was Superintendent of Schools in the original East 

Cleveland Village.   

When the WRSSAR was given its charter from the OHSSAR in 1892, it was given 

jurisdiction over 12 of the 14 counties in the Western Reserve Territory.  It was 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

implemented by the National Society in 1895.    



 
 

¢ƘŜ ²w{{!w ǇǊŜŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊέ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ муфо in New 

Jersey which many have called the first chapter.  The WRSSAR has been 

grandfathered by keeping the name Society.  The WRSSAR has always proudly and 

gladly supported the development of other local chapters within our jurisdiction.  

But, we also honor all of those early WRSSAR members who worked so hard to 

develop the SAR:  at the local, state and national levels.  Our 2nd President, James 

Richardson, was also elected President of the OHSSAR, and in 1912, he was 

elected President of the National Society.  The Plain Dealer, on December 24th, 

1892, reported the congratulatory telegram sent to the WRSSAR by President 

General Horace Porter and DC Society President General Greeley.   

 

While the mission of the WRSSAR has remained the same, current and trends of 

history have shaped the priorities and character of our leaders.  The WRSSAR is a 

non-partisan, educational, civic, patriotic and historic non-profit organization 

whose members may reflect every political, social, ethnic and religious character 

that has ever made up this amazing country.  We come together, as brothers,  to 

celebrate the vision and sacrifice of our Patriot Ancestors who sacrificed so much 

to create what has been the greatest global voice for Democracy and our 

Democratic Republic.   

 

Over the next few pages, you will find selections from notes, newspaper articles, 

and Board of Trustee Minutes. It is interesting to look back, decades later, to see 

what topics were of interest to our members and how heated the debates were 

even back then.  Whŀǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ άƴŜǿέΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ago.   It is most interesting to note that even in our early years, our events often 

operated at a slight deficit.  And, there have always been members who joined 

the SAR to prove ancestry but who quickly failed to renew their dues.  These 

issues which our chapter wrestles with each year are not new.  They are as 

perennial as the blossoms on the Cherry trees in Washington! 

Finally, as the WRSSAR celebrates our 125th anniversary, let us all pledge to help 

our neighbors to work to unite the divisions in the country.  Democracy is hard 

but as a non-ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

anger that has been simmering.  We are at our greatest when we stand together. 
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