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Sponsors & Patrons 
Special Thanks to Mr. Thomas Stickney for providing a $1,250 Matching Grant  

and John & Betty Franklin for producing and donating the  

WRSSAR Commemorative Coins 

Commander-In-Chief ($1,000 or more) 

John & Betty Franklin 

Natalie Kittredge in memory of her wonderful husband Chessman Kittredge 

Thomas Stickney 

 

General ($500) 
Fred & Wilma Watkins 

 

Lt. Colonel ($250) 

Jon & Lynn Kittredge  

The McGill Family in honor of the 150th anniversary of their 

5th generation family business:  SP Mount Printing Company 
 

Major ($100) 

Michael Kertes 
 

Patrons 
Jack & Laurie Bredenfoerder 

Laura Chapman 

Jennie & Trevor Jones 

Jon & Lynn Kittredge 

Duncan & Ginger McVean 

Rich & Lydia Rezie 

Mr and Mrs William Ross 

Mr and Mrs William Shanklin 

Brian Walker 

 

A sincere THANK YOU to our Sponsors and Patrons who through their generosity 

are supporting the next 125 years of WRSSAR programs! 



 
 

 
Silent Auction Items 

 
ITEM #1 Four tickets to the FOUR TOPS at the Hard Rocksino at Northfield  

  Park on Thursday, June 29th, at 730pm.  (Value $360) 

 

ITEM #2 CLEVELAND CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY:  (Tickets) Music Series for 2 

   people performed at Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights (7 concerts) 

  Since 1950, the Cleveland Chamber Music Society has presented the 

  most outstanding chamber music ensembles. (Value $125) 

ITEM #3 Two tickets to APOLLO’s FIRE:  Concert of your choice at any location  

  in the 2018 season – yet to be announced.  (Value $320) 

 

ITEM #4 CLEVELAND BALLET:  Two Season tickets (3 performances) at  

  Playhouse Square.  (Value $354) 

 

ITEM #5 FABULOUS BASKET:  Wine: Louis Jadot Pinot Noir; Decoy Cabernet   

                       Sauvignon, Rosier Pouilly-Fuisse.   GIFT CARDS:  D'Agnese's Tomato 

                       Grill $50, Flip Side $50, Heinen's $50, Hudson's Restaurant $25,  

                       Picnic Basket Supplies. (Value $280) 

 

ITEM #6 Signed Copies of History BOOKS edited by our speaker this evening: 

  Dining with the Washingtons & The Mount Vernon Ladies      

                       Association: 150 years of restoring George Washington's home 

ITEM #7 INDIANS TICKETS:  (Behind Home Base): Wednesday, June 28th, 2017 

                      2 Tickets:  Texas Rangers V Cleveland Indians 7:10pm 

 

Bid Generously and Support the WRSSAR.   

Winners will be announced following our featured Speaker.  If you must leave, we 

will hold your item and contact you in the future for payment/delivery of items. 



 
 

A Very Brief History of the WRSSAR 
 

The founding of the National Society SAR, the Ohio Society SAR, and the Western 

Reserve Society SAR, all occurred within a three year period starting in April, 

1889.   On April 10th, 1889, a call was issued by the New Jersey Sons of the 

American Revolution for a delegate convention to be held in New York City for the 

formation of a National Society.  On May 2nd, the NSSAR came into being with 18 

State Societies, one of which was the Ohio Society. 

 

After the convention in New York City, another meeting of the Ohio Society was 

held on June 4th, 1889, and which a constitution was adopted admitting both men 

and women.  The new National Society looked with disfavor on the Ohio 

constitution admitting both men and women and ruled that only male 

descendants would be admitted.  As a result, soon after in 1890, the Daughters of 

the American Revolution was formed with Mrs Benjamin Harrison, wife of the 

President of the United States, as its first President General. 

After the formation of the Ohio Society SAR, meetings were held in Columbus, 

however, members were admitted from many areas of Ohio . By early 1892, the 

Cleveland area had 23 members and the WRSSAR was chartered by the Ohio 

Society on May 5th, 1892.  It was formally organized in a meeting assembled in the 

Club Room of the Hollenden Hotel on December 13th, 1892  At the organizational 

meeting, 23 charter members were recognized and the 1st President was elected:  

Dr Elroy M Avery.   

Dr Avery appears to have sparked the formation of the Society.  He was an active 

Civic leader and let the movement to restore the grave of Moses Cleaveland in 

Connecticut in 1906.  Dr Avery was Superintendent of Schools in the original East 

Cleveland Village.   

When the WRSSAR was given its charter from the OHSSAR in 1892, it was given 

jurisdiction over 12 of the 14 counties in the Western Reserve Territory.  It was 

given the title “Society” because there were no provisions for Chapters until 

implemented by the National Society in 1895.    



 
 

The WRSSAR predates the “community chapter” established in 1893 in New 

Jersey which many have called the first chapter.  The WRSSAR has been 

grandfathered by keeping the name Society.  The WRSSAR has always proudly and 

gladly supported the development of other local chapters within our jurisdiction.  

But, we also honor all of those early WRSSAR members who worked so hard to 

develop the SAR:  at the local, state and national levels.  Our 2nd President, James 

Richardson, was also elected President of the OHSSAR, and in 1912, he was 

elected President of the National Society.  The Plain Dealer, on December 24th, 

1892, reported the congratulatory telegram sent to the WRSSAR by President 

General Horace Porter and DC Society President General Greeley.   

 

While the mission of the WRSSAR has remained the same, current and trends of 

history have shaped the priorities and character of our leaders.  The WRSSAR is a 

non-partisan, educational, civic, patriotic and historic non-profit organization 

whose members may reflect every political, social, ethnic and religious character 

that has ever made up this amazing country.  We come together, as brothers,  to 

celebrate the vision and sacrifice of our Patriot Ancestors who sacrificed so much 

to create what has been the greatest global voice for Democracy and our 

Democratic Republic.   

 

Over the next few pages, you will find selections from notes, newspaper articles, 

and Board of Trustee Minutes. It is interesting to look back, decades later, to see 

what topics were of interest to our members and how heated the debates were 

even back then.  What we think is “new”, was a topic of controversy 100 years 

ago.   It is most interesting to note that even in our early years, our events often 

operated at a slight deficit.  And, there have always been members who joined 

the SAR to prove ancestry but who quickly failed to renew their dues.  These 

issues which our chapter wrestles with each year are not new.  They are as 

perennial as the blossoms on the Cherry trees in Washington! 

Finally, as the WRSSAR celebrates our 125th anniversary, let us all pledge to help 

our neighbors to work to unite the divisions in the country.  Democracy is hard 

but as a non-partisan organization, let’s strive to stem the tide of disrespect and 

anger that has been simmering.  We are at our greatest when we stand together. 

 



 
 

Excerpts From Our Archives 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Who We Are:  Our Patriot Ancestors 
A Few Stories 

 
James Campbell:  Private in Capt James Jones’ Co. and Col. Joseph North’s Reg in 

Maine for four months, 1778.  He Marched from Newcastle, Maine, to Boston, 

then to Providence, then to Tiverton, to guard against the British who had 

Newport, RI, at the time.  In 1779, he enlisted at Edgecomb, Maine, in Capt. 

Archibald McAllister’s Co for three months and participated in the Penobscot 

Expedition at Castine, Maine and was present for the battle. 

 

 
 

Kenneth Clark 



 
 

 

***  

John Colgan:  My name is David William Byers.   My ancestor was John Colgan 

born 1741 in Ireland and died 1791, buried in Allegheny County Pennsylvania.  He 

achieved the rank of Sargent in The 6th Pennsylvania Regiment.  He served a tour 

for Christopher Stoop 1782.   John Colgan's daughter Mary Colgan married John 

Boyers (Byers) in 1792. 

 

 *** 

James Crow:  born circa 1850.  He married Jane circa 1776 in the Presbyterian 

Church in Abingdon, VA, near where Col William Campbell lived.  It was Col 

Campbell who recruited his regiment to join forces in the Battle of King’s 

Mountain in 1780.  James had been recruited for that battle which was a decisive 

battle between Patriot and Loyalist militias in the Southern campaign.   

The actual battle took place on October 7th, 1780, nine miles south of Kings 

Mountain, North Carolina, in a rural part of York county South Carolina.  British 

Major Ferguson had arrived in North Carolina in early September with the 

purpose of recruiting loyalist militia and protecting the flank of Lord Cornallis’ 

main force.  Ferguson ordered local militia to lay down their arms refused and 

rallied an attack.  The Patriot Militiamen achieved the surprise, attacked and 

surrounded the loyalists.   

After an hour, Ferguson was fatally shot while trying to break the rebel line.  His 

men surrendered. Although victorious, the Patriots had to retreat quickly for fear 

of Cornwallis’ advance.  The battle was a pivotal moment for the south campaign 

which greatly raised the Patriots’ morale.  With Ferguson dead, Cornwallis was 

forced to retreat to South Carolina. 

 

Artist’s rendering of the 

battle of Kings’ Mountain.  

Here, Ferguson is trying to 

rally his men just moments 

before he is fatally shot. 



 
 

***   

Johann Decher:  Captain 8th CO of Berks CO, PA, 1776.  Under command of Capt 

Decher, 1776, with Magaw’s Battalion, marched to New York and encamped 

where Ft Washington was erected.  He remained there to build the fort.  Marched 

to Brooklyn where annoyed by continual rains and without tents, they laid upon 

their arms and kept up incessant firing against the British.  They returned to Ft 

Washington where on November 16th, 1776, the fort was attached by General 

Howe’s army and due to treachery by Adjutant Demole, the fort was captured.  

Some officers were paroled but the majority of the men were retained until 1777 

by which time their enlistment had expired.  Capt Decher gained his parole and 

then broke it.  He resigned February 1st, 1777, only to re-enlist on May 17th, 

1777,as Major Peter Decher of Reading, PA.   

 

***   

William Martin:  2nd Lieutenant in CaptainJames Hilton’s 7th Co and Col William 

Jones’ regt of Mass Militia.  Reported commissioned on May 8th, 1776.  William 

took part in the capture of the vessel “Sally” whose owners were deemed 

“unfriendly to the Patriot cause”.  This took place on July 30th, 1775.   

Kenneth Clark 

 



 
 

*** 

 

Fauntley Muse:  was born 17 Jan 1757 near Winchester, Virginia.  A family record 

containing a note of this fact was supposedly lost in a “flight from an incursion of 

the Indians.”  We are not sure what actually happened to Fauntley’s father or 

even who he was for that matter.  At any rate his mother, who we are not sure of 

either, remarried a man with the surname of Elrod. Fauntley was seven or eight 

years old at the time.  Shortly thereafter the Elrod family relocated to 

McKeesport, Allegheny county, Pennsylvania not far from Pittsburgh. 

Fauntley took an early and decided part of the American Cause at the outbreak of 

the Revolutionary War.  From his file we learn that Fauntley was a member of the 

Pennsylvania line.  In 1777 a corps was formed in Pittsburgh and they marched 

westward.  When they reached the Mahoning River, near present day 

Youngstown, Ohio they came upon an Indian settlement.  This they destroyed.  

They found another similar settlement a day later and destroyed that one as well. 

In 1779 an Indian town above Venango Fort on French Creek was destroyed by a 

force of nearly 500 men who answered the call.  In the spring of 1780 the Indians 

again became very troublesome.  This time Fauntley went ahead as an advance 

spy. He may have been a fair shot as well. 

By the end of hostilities, Fauntley and several of his children had settled near 

McKeesport or gone a bit west and settled in Mercer county Pennsylvania.  

Fauntley would die at a son’s home near McKeesport in 1840.  This home is still 

standing and we had the opportunity to view it in recent years. 

Fauntley’s first wife was Mary Jones who he married on 17 Aug 1780.  Mary died 

in 1819. She was the mother of all his children.   He married a second time to 

Margaret Patterson on 20 Sep 1820.  Fauntley’s pension application was approved 

in 1832.  He passed away in 1840.  In 1854 Margaret applied for a widow’s 

pension and this was approved.  She also initiated a bounty claim and acquired 

land in Clark County Illinois.  Today there are Muse descendants in Illinois and 

Pennsylvania.   

Brent Morgan 

***  



 
 

Eldad Hitchcock:  an early settler of the town of Westminster, Vermont and a 

veteran of the American Revolution.  as one of Westminster’s first town officers.  

He is listed in the records of the town’s first recorded Town Meeting as “Petit 

Juror”.  According to the history of the town, he moved to Westminster from 

Brimfield, Massachusetts, sometime between 1775 and 1780 with his young 

bride, Esther Hoar.   In 1797 Eldad and his family are reported to have been 

among the first families that founded the West Parish Church.  

Eldad’s revolutionary service was the basis for Kate Hitchcock Hartwell’s 

membership in the DAR.   While Eldad may not have actually heard “the shot 

heard round the world” on April 19, 1775 in Lexington, he came fairly close.  He 

marched to the alarm of April 18 with a regiment of Brimfield men to the defense 

of Lexington and Concord.  Brimfield is close to Springfield, about 70 miles from 

Lexington.  Given the distance, they couldn’t have gotten there in time for the 

battle.  In fact, it seems likely that they couldn’t have even gotten the warning 

that the British were marching before the shots were actually fired.  But the fact 

that they marched on the 19th, from Brimfield, indicates the speed at which the 

alarm spread and the seriousness with which the colonials viewed the situation at 

the time.  Eldad served as a private mustered in Captain Joseph Thompson’s 

company of Colonel Timothy Danielson’s regiment.  Eldad subsequently served 

for eight months in Danielson’s regiment, and received (or at least requested) a 

Bounty Coat “or its equivalent in money” for his service.   Eldad died in 

Westminster in 1810.    

 

***  

Nathan Niles, Jr:  a soldier of the Revolution.  Born at Bridgewater, MA, in 

1750,died in Auburn, ME, 1814.  He married Jane Gurney.  They sold their home 

and land in 1778 and moved to Maine.  By 1780, they were living at Sylvester 

Plantation, ME.  Nathan was one of several men who contracted in 1782 with the 

proprietors of Sylvester to build its first meeting house which was completed in 

1783.  Nathan was a cordwainer by trade and was elected Town Selectman in 

1787 and surveyor of highways in 1792.  Jane was illiterate but her brother Rev 

David Gurney was a Harvard graduate (1785) and a Classical Scholar and author of 

English grammar texts.  They had nine children.   



 
 

Robert Puckett 

***  

Samuel Smith:  March 23rd, 1776, a township committee was appointed to buy up 

all the arms that were fit for service.  Samuel Smith of Buckingham was appointed 

to that post for the upper district.  In May, at the age of 27, he assisted John Lacy 

in recruiting a company of 64 men.  He was named First Lieutenant.  They joined 

Gen Anthony Wayne’s Regiment and marched to Valley Forge.  On July  15th 1776, 

a meeting was held and Samuel Smith was elected delegate from Bucks Country 

to a Convention held in Philadelphia that was to form a State Constitution.   

 

    

On December 20th, 1776, Generals Sullivan and Gates joined Washington near the 

Delaware ad with reinforcements of Buck County men, increased the Army to 

6,000.  On Christmas night, Washington crossed the Delaware River while General 

Rawle, the Hessian Commander at Trenton, was enjoying the festivities of the 

night.  Washington’s small army surrounded him, took 1,000 prisoners, arms and 

several pieces of artillery.    Samuel Smith remained in the army until the close of 

the war.  In 1784, he was present at the taking of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, 

VA.  Soon after, he returned to his native county and married Ann Lacy where 

they settled on a farm in Buckingham, Bucks County, PA, where he died in 1836 at 

the age of 87.   

***  



 
 

James Wellman:  (born 1754), and his uncle Solomon Wellman both served in the 

American Revolution in the New Hampshire militia.  James mustered into Josiah 

Russell’s Company of Rangers on October 9, 1776 as a private.   The next summer, 

both James and Solomon can be found in the New Hampshire militia Company of 

Colonel Jonathan Chase, and they marched in June 1777 to the relief of Fort 

Ticonderoga, on the shores of Lake Champlain, and served also under General 

Gates at Saratoga in September of the same year.    

 

Ticonderoga and Saratoga were critically important sites dominating control of 

Lake Champlain and the Hudson River.  Control of this stretch of geography was 

viewed by both sides as a geographic key to winning the Revolution by controlling 

access to New England.  The British hoped to cut off New England from the rest of 

the colonies, and the Americans attempted, initially, to capture Quebec through a 

line of attack based on strategic control of the water access through Lake 

Champlain.   

The Americans under Ethan Allen had captured Ticonderoga itself in 1775 in a 

stunning victory for the underdog Americans.  By the summer of 1777, 

“Gentleman Johnny” Burgoyne, commanding the British regulars, was ordered to 

travel from Canada down Lake Champlain to the Hudson River.  The intent was for 

his army to link up with a British army under Howe coming north from New York, 

thus splitting the radical colonies of New England from the more moderate mid-

Atlantic and southern colonies.  

Notwithstanding our ancestor’s service defending the fort, Ticonderoga fell to 

Burgoyne on July 5th and 6th.  Burgoyne’s campaign, though, was ill fated.  A 

British detachment seeking supplies was defeated at Bennington, Vermont.  A 

second British column, under St. Leger, was forced to retreat to Canada when 

beset by Benedict Arnold.  Reinforcements expected from New York never 

materialized, as Howe had sailed off to Philadelphia and a detachment under 

Clinton arrived too late.  The remaining redcoats under Burgoyne met the 

Americans again in early September at Saratoga, and both sides dug in.  In 

October, Burgoyne attacked, but was defeated and surrendered, thus ending the 

Battle of Saratoga on October 17.  Historians view Saratoga as a key turning point 

in the war, keeping the colonies united geographically and providing initiative and 

a morale boost to the Americans. 


