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Sponsors & Patrons

Special Thanks to Mr. Thomas Stickney for providing a $1,250 Matching Grant
and John & Betty Franklin for producing and donating the
WRSSAR Commemorative Coins

Commander-In-Chief (51,000 or more)

John & Betty Franklin
Natalie Kittredge in memory of her wonderful husband Chessman Kittredge
Thomas Stickney

General (S500)

Fred & Wilma Watkins

Lt. Colonel (S250)

Jon & Lynn Kittredge
The McGill Family in honor of the 150" anniversary of their
5t generation family business: SP Mount Printing Company

Major (S100)

Michael Kertes

Patrons

Jack & Laurie Bredenfoerder
Laura Chapman
Jennie & Trevor Jones
Jon & Lynn Kittredge
Duncan & Ginger McVean
Rich & Lydia Rezie
Mr and Mrs William Ross
Mr and Mrs William Shanklin
Brian Walker

A sincere THANK YOU to our Sponsors and Patrons who through their generosity
are supporting the next 125 years of WRSSAR programs!



ITEM #1

ITEM #2

ITEM #3

ITEM #4

ITEM #5

ITEM #6

ITEM #7

Silent Auction Items

Four tickets to the FOUR TOPS at the Hard Rocksino at Northfield
Park on Thursday, June 29*, at 730pm. (Value $360)

CLEVELAND CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY: (Tickets) Music Series for 2
people performed at Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights (7 concerts)
Since 1950, the Cleveland Chamber Music Society has presented the
most outstanding chamber music ensembles. (Value $125)

Two tickets to APOLLO’s FIRE: Concert of your choice at any location
in the 2018 season — yet to be announced. (Value $320)

CLEVELAND BALLET: Two Season tickets (3 performances) at
Playhouse Square. (Value $354)

FABULOUS BASKET: Wine: Louis Jadot Pinot Noir; Decoy Cabernet
Sauvignon, Rosier Pouilly-Fuisse. GIFT CARDS: D'Agnese's Tomato
Grill S50, Flip Side $50, Heinen's $50, Hudson's Restaurant $25,
Picnic Basket Supplies. (Value $280)

Signed Copies of History BOOKS edited by our speaker this evening:
Dining with the Washingtons & The Mount Vernon Ladies
Association: 150 years of restoring George Washington's home

INDIANS TICKETS: (Behind Home Base): Wednesday, June 28%, 2017
2 Tickets: Texas Rangers V Cleveland Indians 7:10pm

Bid Generously and Support the WRSSAR.

Winners will be announced following our featured Speaker. If you must leave, we
will hold your item and contact you in the future for payment/delivery of items.



A Very Brief History of the WRSSAR

The founding of the National Society SAR, the Ohio Society SAR, and the Western
Reserve Society SAR, all occurred within a three year period starting in April,
1889. On April 10", 1889, a call was issued by the New Jersey Sons of the
American Revolution for a delegate convention to be held in New York City for the
formation of a National Society. On May 2", the NSSAR came into being with 18
State Societies, one of which was the Ohio Society.

After the convention in New York City, another meeting of the Ohio Society was
held on June 4%, 1889, and which a constitution was adopted admitting both men
and women. The new National Society looked with disfavor on the Ohio
constitution admitting both men and women and ruled that only male
descendants would be admitted. As a result, soon after in 1890, the Daughters of
the American Revolution was formed with Mrs Benjamin Harrison, wife of the
President of the United States, as its first President General.

After the formation of the Ohio Society SAR, meetings were held in Columbus,
however, members were admitted from many areas of Ohio . By early 1892, the
Cleveland area had 23 members and the WRSSAR was chartered by the Ohio
Society on May 5%, 1892. It was formally organized in a meeting assembled in the
Club Room of the Hollenden Hotel on December 13, 1892 At the organizational
meeting, 23 charter members were recognized and the 1 President was elected:
Dr Elroy M Avery.

Dr Avery appears to have sparked the formation of the Society. He was an active
Civic leader and let the movement to restore the grave of Moses Cleaveland in
Connecticut in 1906. Dr Avery was Superintendent of Schools in the original East
Cleveland Village.

When the WRSSAR was given its charter from the OHSSAR in 1892, it was given
jurisdiction over 12 of the 14 counties in the Western Reserve Territory. It was
given the title “Society” because there were no provisions for Chapters until
implemented by the National Society in 1895.



The WRSSAR predates the “community chapter” established in 1893 in New
Jersey which many have called the first chapter. The WRSSAR has been
grandfathered by keeping the name Society. The WRSSAR has always proudly and
gladly supported the development of other local chapters within our jurisdiction.
But, we also honor all of those early WRSSAR members who worked so hard to
develop the SAR: at the local, state and national levels. Our 2" President, James
Richardson, was also elected President of the OHSSAR, and in 1912, he was
elected President of the National Society. The Plain Dealer, on December 24",
1892, reported the congratulatory telegram sent to the WRSSAR by President
General Horace Porter and DC Society President General Greeley.

While the mission of the WRSSAR has remained the same, current and trends of
history have shaped the priorities and character of our leaders. The WRSSAR is a
non-partisan, educational, civic, patriotic and historic non-profit organization
whose members may reflect every political, social, ethnic and religious character
that has ever made up this amazing country. We come together, as brothers, to
celebrate the vision and sacrifice of our Patriot Ancestors who sacrificed so much
to create what has been the greatest global voice for Democracy and our
Democratic Republic.

Over the next few pages, you will find selections from notes, newspaper articles,
and Board of Trustee Minutes. It is interesting to look back, decades later, to see
what topics were of interest to our members and how heated the debates were
even back then. What we think is “new”, was a topic of controversy 100 years
ago. Itis most interesting to note that even in our early years, our events often
operated at a slight deficit. And, there have always been members who joined
the SAR to prove ancestry but who quickly failed to renew their dues. These
issues which our chapter wrestles with each year are not new. They are as
perennial as the blossoms on the Cherry trees in Washington!

Finally, as the WRSSAR celebrates our 125" anniversary, let us all pledge to help
our neighbors to work to unite the divisions in the country. Democracy is hard
but as a non-partisan organization, let’s strive to stem the tide of disrespect and
anger that has been simmering. We are at our greatest when we stand together.



Excerpts From Our Archives
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E of € American
volution end the Sony of the Revolution
hag resulted ina failure, Bach of the § ;
‘met here Thursday bent on amaleg
thelr interests aud ob

sbion. Iach soc _

;l‘.’:}thdﬂi\"? o

this they aijourned ding 4
jminutes later the Sons of the Revolut; )
{Rdjourned. '

o Seeny

THE WESTERN:RESERVH SOCIE"EY, S.A.R. |

Cleveland, 0., February 20, 1893,

The annual megting 'o'f this Society wiy
be held at the Hollenden Hotel iy this city
at 12 ¢ clock, I, February 292,

Dues to the Onip Society are payable by
this Society and 10t by 1ts individual menm- |
bers.

Al members of the Socz'ez‘y‘ are requesi-

ed o0 display the National Klag from their respective residences |

and places of business on Washington’s Birthday.

WL WIS WALL, ELROY )1, 4 VERY,

Secrel_ary. (% President. ],

by



CIRCUIAR_NO.

A A A A A a

ELBERT H. BAKER,

‘fLEADER’: COUNTING
ROOM,

ELROY M. AVERY,
PRESIDENT.

TREASURER.

WM. T. IS
WISWALL, D. W. MANCHESTER,

204 SUPERIOR STREET.

74 FRANKFORT STREET,

SECRETARY. REGISTRAR.

WESTERN RESERVE
S : SOCIETY. S

CLEVELAND; OQ-yce - cmmn comsieine cnin oo 1893.

1. The following proposed amendment to the constitution was
announced at the annual meeting, February 22, and will be voted upon
at the next meeting of the society : 2 =

To amend the constitution by adding «Committee of Safety” as an alternative reading for
«Board of Management,” wherever the latter expression occurs.

2. The Charter members of the society are as follows: Elroy
McKendree Avery, Dudley Baldwin, Elbert Hall Baker, Charles Davidson
Campbell, Gideon Tabor Stewart (Norwalk, O.), Frederick Carlos Bryan
(Akron, O.), Liberty Emery Holden, William Richardson (now of Wichita,
Kas.),Charles Fayette Olney, Joseph Warren Hubbard (Kenilworth, Trum-
bull Co., O.), Jesse Harland MacMath, William Thomas Wiswall, Daniel
Wilbert Manchester, James McKElroy Richardson, Thomas Spencer
Knight, John Trenmor Morton, Charles Franklin Thwing, Noadiah
Potter Bowler, Richard Chappell Parsous, Addison John Farrand, Jacob
Bishop Perkins, William Henry Van Tine, Hermon Alfred Kelley.

3. ‘The following have been elected as members since the last meet-
ing of the society: Douglas Perkins, Samuel Hiram Crowl, William
Liyman Hurlbut, William Finley Carr, Charles Hanson Gale, Francis
Joseph Wing, Jeremiah Emerson Robinson, George W. King, William
Fdgar Wirt, Oliver K. Brooks, Orlando John Hodge, Francis Merton
Munson, George Henry Kimball, Theodore Melzo Bates.
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Where Washington bade farewell to his generals, and where the Society of the Sons of the Amencan Revolutxon was organ
Through the efforts of the American Scenic and Historic Preservation Society the city of ;

B ized.

ABLUM RS SONS.momws 4

FRAUNCE’S TAVERN, NEW YORK CITY

Mw York w11] purchase it for the purpose of a Historical Museum. = __.;
i BLoat #CHITYCinoulsS a.re rememberea

FeL 2 /fZé

How the Birthday of_Washin‘g-:

ik

: f:on Will be Cele‘brixted.

BA-'_QUET AND RECCPIION.

Snns or ta Athoricais Revolution
| to Give It.

|
!
P
|
2l o S i
i
)

Frominent Men of Ohio to Give Addresses!
. —Some of the Members of
iy the Wps(’arn Reserve
Cl\apter.

The recurrence of the birthday of
ashingten recalls more vividly than

does that of any other national holiday

the heroic self-devotion, and

2 :canrageous perseverance of the

among men.
The great patriotic societies of the
Sons and Daughters of the American

Revolution, with branches in forty of | -

the States, non-sectarian and  non-
political, but broadly patriotic—have
undertaken a, more extended celebra
tion of Wa@h{ngton s birthday in these
lattewears of the century.

This year the Western Reserve
ciety, Sons of the American Revolwtion
with the invited co-operation of thi
Daughters of the American Revol
seek to emphasize the event by a recep:
tion and banquet which, while it ' w
be a brilliant social func;tmn, will also
call attention to a far-reaching patriot-
ic movement on the pant of the men
and women in high standing in pro-
fessioral, business, and social life who
are themselves lineal descendants fr g
Revolutionary ancestors, having fo:
objeet the eneoumgement of educati
historical research, commemoration
Revolutionary a.nniversanes and th
strengthening of the love of country
and its free institutions.

Among the members of the socie
Ohio are Hon. William MecKin
descendant of Daniel McKinley, 2 pri
vate in the Pennsylvania troops, serv:

Hill; Senator John Sherman, Go
Asa Bushnell, Hon. Tod B. Ga
who will speak at the banquet
day evening, a descendant

| Smith, a







|sion,

ﬁ‘esident.

A i s

FOURTH ANNIVERSARY RF;CEPTION

AND

BANQUET,

OF THE

' (Uestern Reserve Society
Sons of the American Revolution,

AT

' THE HOLLENDEN,

-

FEBRUARV TWENTY-SECOND,

1897.

s




Menu,

- Old Colony Blue Points,

Consomme La Fayette.

Olives. Radishes.

Salted Almonds.

Yorktown Salmon, Maitre de Hotel.
Julliene Potatoes,

Tenderloin of Beef with Mushrooms.
Stuffed Tomatoes.

Croquetts of Sweetbreads.
Green Peas.

q Washington Sherbet,

@

¥ Chicken Salad.

* Valley Forge Ice Cream. Cake. '

Cheese. Water Crackers,

Coffee from Beyond _Seas.

e e R

E_s._: Music,

“THE SCHUBERT CLUB.”
J.P.Joxes, ' 'F. M. Barrerr, A. C. Krump,

C. E. KALINg,
R. J.'Narp, R. E. Powerr,

A. W, Near. *
MaRrcH, qugm CoMMANDERY,
La CarmEera, - ;

mm».zu.oz BELLs,

La Mousme, -
a) Mivuer A L’ANTIQUE,
b) HuNGaRTAN DANCEs,

- Paderewski,

- - Brahms.

- - Whitmar.
- - Mills.
- Garme.

i

INVOCATION, - Rev. J. N. FrREEMA

Of Calvary Presbyter]

Aw:wboozzwM - - Hon. Liserry E, Houwl

Vice-President Western Societ

Coasts,

““Keep the golden mean between
Saying too much, or too little.’

Hon. JAMES H. HOYT, Toastmaster.
OUR FIRST PRESIDENT—AnR Example to his Successors,
> : Response by Hon. Joun F. Fo y
. Ex-President Ohio Society,
. THE CITIZEN SOLDIER—

Response by Major-General Henry A, Axp
Ex-President Ohin Society,

UR DIPLOMATIC SERVICE

Response by Col. FREDERICK DEny GR/
Ex-Minister to

IC—Battle Hymn of the Republic,  Mr. Frep T. Suo

(Audience joining in the

EN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION—

Response by Mrs. Saran E. Big
Of the Western Reserve Society,
E DAWNING Op THE DAV—
f Response by Rev. Grorcr THoMAS DowrLing, D.]
j : Rector of Trinity Church, Tol
E FRENCH ALLIANCE— ,
Response by General Ep. §. MEevER, U.S.A, - (R

HE BROADER PATRIOTIS M

Response by Rey, CHARLES D. Wirriay
: Dean of Trinity Cat}
AﬁmHol&wSminm. Mr. FreD T. SHoLrs, and Aud
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[ = gl
- tablishsed by the framensg of our Bonst

Resolved:

That the Westarn Reserve Soclety Sons of the

Revolution, in annnal Meeting assembled on this anniversary

of the birth of Washington,

hersby records its vrotest agains

the Senats Joint Resolution Numbsr 50 of the 77th General As-

sembly of 0Ohio for amsnding the Gonsgitution of Ohio by »nro-

viding for the pringinle 22 "tnitiatiogn and Rafsrendum,"

Resclved: That we lank with unqualified disfavor on ths

atiemmt, to revive, and MTt 1n exscution theories of Z0v8rn-

- ment which our fathers deemed nnwise and danzerous,

Resolved: That the repressntative form of Zovernment es-

itution has ot falled
1gh all our history, +o meet'the exlgencies and solve

‘Drohlens of our advaneing aivilizasion, By the terms of

ﬁ&lmtrumnt e¥ery State in this Union is gnaranteed a

Tepres=ntative form of government. Any attermpt t0 over throw

thai form of government by direct legisgiation, threatans the

stability of our institutions, and is hapmful to the security

of the people in their right to ",ifa Liberty and +he pursui+

of Harninessyw




OFFICERS

BOARD OF D) RECTORS
1911-12

1911-12

WM. TOWNSLEY, Jr. WM. R. CREER,
CHAS. w, BURROWS. F. M. SEAMANS.

JAMES A, KERR, 2xp Ve Presipent

CHAS. A. OTis. M.N. FOWLER,
WILL s. GILBERT, FlNANClAL&chonmNGSEC'v SIDNEY S. WILSON B M.BOUGHTON.
JAMES A. KERR, A H, MADIGAN.
F. R. MORISON, WILL s, GILBERT.

November 20, 1911.

At a meeting of tpe Board of Directors of
thig club today the following wag Unanimously adopted: -

"Resolved: - That The Board of Directors of
The Clevelang Adverti sing Club do hereby endorse ang

approve the Project of hDaving the City of Clevelang
sécure the servict?s of Mr. A. M. uila:d.rcleveland's

. I t7ust this will be of sarvice 0 you ang
we take bleasure in complying wita your fecent re-
quest that some action pe taken on this matter.

Very truly yours,

) Secretar&.



¥
SQNS_OF THE AVERICAN REVCLUTION

Western Reserve Scciety,
}

;:‘*

i The regular January meetmg of the Board of Ranagement was held on

Wednesday, January 28th in Racm B, Chamber of Commerce.,

There were present Compatriocts Sherman
T

Harris, Gates, Wolcott,
Slaytcn, Richardsen, Wilsen and Hall,
i (vr ' Attention was calleq to the fact that the programs of the municipal
Sl\ erchestras failed t¢ include the Playing of th

e Star Spangled Banner, ‘ae the

After considerable discussion, it was moved by Compatriot
Richardsen, secondeq by Gates,

G ‘Naticnal Anthem.
¥ that the Secretary should wrlte manager cf the
N

municipal orchestras, askineg th

at the Star Spangled Banner be played at the
- close c’r each cencert

and the audience requested to stand, and that the Seci’etary
alsa ask tha President of the Sinpers Club tc ce-cperate in bringlng abcut this

“ 1
restxlt aml alsc tc introduce the playing of the Natlonal M‘heuf at the regular ]
;.,‘_cctzcerts of the Singers Club.

The Secretary repcrted that {he engraved invitations prav1cusly
ﬁuthomzed were now ready fcr dlstrlbutlon and that owing tc a mistake on

he part cof the engraver, he alse had 500 extra invitations whick were slightly
3 ast_i&o. It was moved by Compatrict Richardson, secondeg by Harris, that

Yt 5
TR T Lt T RS

i

e the defective invitations be sent to each member with the request that

ing ami B&nguse for the evening of February 2@%}1. A number‘ of sug-



: E§S¢\~/ Can {-e.&f

Compatriot Treadway reported for the. Cormitted on Patriotic Educa~
}tatating that essay contests had been arranged in Doan and Sibley
pols, the Cleveland High Schools, Lakewcod High School and Lakewood
de schools. He reported further that the papers from the Clevéla.nd
0ls had already been read by the Committes.

. 't’,;Pmpatriot Waite suggested that in grading papers there would
bly ’aa diff;}cu&ty in choosing the winning essays,and qtatad that
. zegsary he would be glad' %o give an additional medal,

Compatriot Hall, the Secretary, proposed the names cf Joseph W.

't, raéommended by Compatriot Curtis and Corner, and Wilfred A.
‘, recommended by Compatriots Weedon. On motion the Secretary was
‘ructod to cast the vote ofithe Board for these members, subject to
t!ﬂegistrar approving the applicatlons.

. The Secretary then =tatei that he believed the work of the Socieyy
v'd be conducted more ef fectively if an Kssistm;t Secrstary were chosen

aid him, patticularly in the matter of details. On motion of Compat-

;'ilson, duly seconded and carried, the office of Assistant Secretary
u’fa.blished for the present year, the incmnbent to have the nght of
iing with the Board of Management, but without the right to vBte. ¢

3urther motién, Aduly carried, Compatriot Sidney L. Weedon was elected

_'st. Secretary. The Secretary expressed his thanks to the Board for

acquiescente in the suggested plan.

'»' Compatriot Waite, the Treasurer, reported the Treasury in a somewhat
scaricus conidtion, with more than twenty Compatriots delinquent in

"‘ ant of thair dues. He further stated that with all dues paid tha :
would have only about $200. for the~year. The Treasurer ﬁas

ed to write to delinguents that if payment were not made prior

next weeting, their delinguency would be repopted to the Board in

Dues Collectmn Py %
Focly 19,04







Imlefcs‘?l*mo : Contvovsesial
A% a meeting of the Board of lanagement of iestern Reserve
Socliety of ;hé Sons of the american Revolution held on Sept. 11,
1940, the following resolution was adopted: _
| "RESOLVED that the Western Reserve Soclety Sons of
The americen Revolution commend the Heonorable Joy
Seth Hurd, Judge of the Court of Common Fleasifor
his ckear and just ieeision in the matter of publi- -
cation of the signatures of persons on the petitions
of the Communist Party for publiec office and that
this restlntion be apraﬁd on the minutes of the
Society and be presented to the Judge in person by
the undersigned Committee.” :

Twmaa



RIGHT AND WRONG WAYS OF
TEACHING HISTORY

ByYW. I LiNcoLN ADAMS

President General,

l organizations are Very greatly’ in-
tre<ted in the proper teaching of Ameri-
an history in our schools and colleges.
lhey are also interested in the much-
leeded censorship of the textbooks em-
Joyed in those institutions. We have a
lational Committee, under the Chair-
panship of Judge Wallace McCamant of
lartland, Ore., former President General
# the National Society, Sons of the Amer-
~=n Revolution, on Patriotic Education,
Bich expects to be very active in this im-
wortant work during the present year.

‘The two chief requisites for the advan-

mecous study of American history in our

smperament, character and knowledge of

e real facts and their true significance,

=d. second, well-written and truthful text-
ks which present the historical facts
their proper relation to each other and

im their true proportions. S

It is astonishing to find how many of

hose who are attempting to teach Ameri-

-,

iheir subject.

srandiloquently characterize what

cial,”  “ selfish,”
prejudiced,” and

E  jgnorant ”
; they minimize
-roes and the great leaders of our past.
Some are admittedly socialistic, and
=nn communistic,

seligious faith, or lack of it.

mese

And yet

the country’s future weal or woe.

Surely, a rigid censorship is sorely,

National
American Revolution

sols and colleges are, first, teachers |
ho are properly equipped. to instruct, by [, o truly American

922>

Society Sons of the

HE Sons of the American Revolution Arnerican, and I intend ey ﬁé?f&r‘mﬂ"iﬂé

and other hereditary and patriolic guijes incumbent upon me in that charac-

ter to the end of my career.”

| However, it is the defective character
of many of our textbooks of history which|
has most concerned us; our patriotic so-
cieties and, indeed, all good citizens, must|
recognize as a very promising sign the|
censorship of school histories which has|
\been undertaken in New York. “We, hope
| hat this worthy example may be followed
ithroughout the entire Republic. I strongly
| believe that our school histories should be
written from an American standpoint and.
that the facts contained in them should be!
truthfully set forth, regardless of whom!
they may offend.

Our textbooks need not be anti-British
They should al-
ways record that the action of our Revo-
lutionary forefathers in breaking away

| men at that time, as

" r T1- | many Englishmen
m history are not in sympathy with | period were in aclive sympathy with our
Some are frankly “ inter-

mational ” in their ideas, as they ratherf tain sense, they were fighting to preserve
E . they* ‘English civil liberty in Aimerica for the
pomsider a finer and broader point of henefit of the whole world.
w- they deprecate patriotism as “ pro-| nificant facts are properly emphasized in

A and!
and,
smistepresent the acts and motives of our!

in their convictions,
hile others are agnostic or worse in their| sympathy with the true

misguided teachers are permitted to!
—ontinue their false instructions to our! ance.
young people at a time when the latter are|
forming their opinions and characters for!

from the mother country was commended
by a large body of enlightened English-
it is approved by the
judgment of most Englishmen of the pres-
ent time. It should’ not be omitted thai
of the Revolutionary

patriotic ancestors

These sig-

Sir George Trevelyan’s excellent four-vol:
1me history of the American Revolution. |

Our quarrel was not with the English
people, but with a King who was not truly
English, either by birth or in spirit. Our
forefathers were distinctly not out of
English traditions
which they broughi to this couniry and
which were and are our common inherit-
In fact, it was largely just because
they were descended from the English
Barons, who exacted the Magna Charta‘"l
from King John, that they resisted, even|
to the point
~roachments of King George IIL. on their

of an armed conflict, the en-|

meeded for those who teach, as well as for|
hat is taught. Personally, I wish that‘
sery teacher of history in this country]
micht be required to declare, with Daniel
Webster: < I shall know but one country!
The ends I aim at shall be my country’s, my’..
God’s and truth’s. I was born an Ameri-
an; I lived an American; I shall die ap S mE ! b

hard-won political rights and privileges in,
America.

It should be remembered that King
George 111 employed German mercenaries
to suppress the efforts of our heroic an-
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cestors to preserve their precious liberties.
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RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZED BY THE WESTERN RESERVE SOCIETY

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Believing that freedom of speech is one of the vital elements of our
democratic civilization, the Western Reserve Society, Sons of the American

Revolution, C®®, urges upén all citizens of the

United States of America the necessity.of distinguishing between the exercise
of this right and subversive.activities'on the part of those who are not
'citizens of this nation. Along with this historic right, built into the
structure and and fabric of our government with it, go respect for the
individual, faith in the common maﬁ, and obligation to the government, of
which 2ll citizens are a part, and from which all the inhabitants of‘the land
';~enjoy security, protection, end freedom. %ven though citizens may differ as T

... . policies and laws, they accept sincerely and gratefully, the eternal truth of the

;?i;principles of self government and co-operative respomnsibility in a progressive
civilization. : =
- ;
The Society, therefore, supports proposed new legislation, now before

the Congress of the United States, designed to solidify our people in these -

distressing times apd to prevent expressionﬁ‘of disrespect for our flag and the
republie for which it stands. It further recommends that 21l citizens of
our government in its local as well as in its federal parts, participate
actively in suiteble ways, to magnify our heritage of freedomf to exalt
our flag, to support our duly constituted authorities, to defend our
institutions, and to meke themselves prepared to preserve the foundations
upon which our civilization and culture have been built.

Indifference, disreggrd, and negligence are serious failures in any
citizenry; warm devotion, eternal vigilance, and sincere personal service

'l
on behalf of our beloved country’are‘the bulwark of our liberties.

,./“/i/ ¥ y 3 RS aiae W

| = R. P. Boggls, Secretary -




Who We Are: Our Patriot Ancestors
A Few Stories

James Campbell: Private in Capt James Jones’ Co. and Col. Joseph North’s Reg in
Maine for four months, 1778. He Marched from Newcastle, Maine, to Boston,
then to Providence, then to Tiverton, to guard against the British who had
Newport, RI, at the time. In 1779, he enlisted at Edgecomb, Maine, in Capt.
Archibald McAllister’s Co for three months and participated in the Penobscot
Expedition at Castine, Maine and was present for the battle.
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John Colgan: My name is David William Byers. My ancestor was John Colgan
born 1741 in Ireland and died 1791, buried in Allegheny County Pennsylvania. He
achieved the rank of Sargent in The 6th Pennsylvania Regiment. He served a tour
for Christopher Stoop 1782. John Colgan's daughter Mary Colgan married John
Boyers (Byers) in 1792.

* %k %

James Crow: born circa 1850. He married Jane circa 1776 in the Presbyterian
Church in Abingdon, VA, near where Col William Campbell lived. It was Col
Campbell who recruited his regiment to join forces in the Battle of King’s
Mountain in 1780. James had been recruited for that battle which was a decisive
battle between Patriot and Loyalist militias in the Southern campaign.

The actual battle took place on October 7", 1780, nine miles south of Kings
Mountain, North Carolina, in a rural part of York county South Carolina. British
Major Ferguson had arrived in North Carolina in early September with the
purpose of recruiting loyalist militia and protecting the flank of Lord Cornallis’
main force. Ferguson ordered local militia to lay down their arms refused and
rallied an attack. The Patriot Militiamen achieved the surprise, attacked and
surrounded the loyalists.

After an hour, Ferguson was fatally shot while trying to break the rebel line. His
men surrendered. Although victorious, the Patriots had to retreat quickly for fear
of Cornwallis’ advance. The battle was a pivotal moment for the south campaign
which greatly raised the Patriots’ morale. With Ferguson dead, Cornwallis was
forced to retreat to South Carolina.

Artist’s rendering of the
battle of Kings’ Mountain.
Here, Ferguson is trying to
rally his men just moments

before he is fatally shot.




%k %k *k

Johann Decher: Captain 8™ CO of Berks CO, PA, 1776. Under command of Capt
Decher, 1776, with Magaw’s Battalion, marched to New York and encamped
where Ft Washington was erected. He remained there to build the fort. Marched
to Brooklyn where annoyed by continual rains and without tents, they laid upon
their arms and kept up incessant firing against the British. They returned to Ft
Washington where on November 16™, 1776, the fort was attached by General
Howe’s army and due to treachery by Adjutant Demole, the fort was captured.
Some officers were paroled but the majority of the men were retained until 1777
by which time their enlistment had expired. Capt Decher gained his parole and
then broke it. He resigned February 1%, 1777, only to re-enlist on May 17",
1777,as Major Peter Decher of Reading, PA.
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William Martin: 2" Lieutenant in CaptainJames Hilton’s 7t Co and Col William
Jones’ regt of Mass Militia. Reported commissioned on May 8%, 1776. William
took part in the capture of the vessel “Sally” whose owners were deemed
“unfriendly to the Patriot cause”. This took place on July 30%", 1775.

Kenneth Clark
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Fauntley Muse: was born 17 Jan 1757 near Winchester, Virginia. A family record
containing a note of this fact was supposedly lost in a “flight from an incursion of
the Indians.” We are not sure what actually happened to Fauntley’s father or
even who he was for that matter. At any rate his mother, who we are not sure of
either, remarried a man with the surname of Elrod. Fauntley was seven or eight
years old at the time. Shortly thereafter the Elrod family relocated to
McKeesport, Allegheny county, Pennsylvania not far from Pittsburgh.

Fauntley took an early and decided part of the American Cause at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War. From his file we learn that Fauntley was a member of the
Pennsylvania line. In 1777 a corps was formed in Pittsburgh and they marched
westward. When they reached the Mahoning River, near present day
Youngstown, Ohio they came upon an Indian settlement. This they destroyed.
They found another similar settlement a day later and destroyed that one as well.

In 1779 an Indian town above Venango Fort on French Creek was destroyed by a
force of nearly 500 men who answered the call. In the spring of 1780 the Indians
again became very troublesome. This time Fauntley went ahead as an advance
spy. He may have been a fair shot as well.

By the end of hostilities, Fauntley and several of his children had settled near
McKeesport or gone a bit west and settled in Mercer county Pennsylvania.
Fauntley would die at a son’s home near McKeesport in 1840. This home is still
standing and we had the opportunity to view it in recent years.

Fauntley’s first wife was Mary Jones who he married on 17 Aug 1780. Mary died
in 1819. She was the mother of all his children. He married a second time to
Margaret Patterson on 20 Sep 1820. Fauntley’s pension application was approved
in 1832. He passed away in 1840. In 1854 Margaret applied for a widow’s
pension and this was approved. She also initiated a bounty claim and acquired
land in Clark County lllinois. Today there are Muse descendants in lllinois and
Pennsylvania.

Brent Morgan
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Eldad Hitchcock: an early settler of the town of Westminster, Vermont and a
veteran of the American Revolution. as one of Westminster’s first town officers.
He is listed in the records of the town’s first recorded Town Meeting as “Petit
Juror”. According to the history of the town, he moved to Westminster from
Brimfield, Massachusetts, sometime between 1775 and 1780 with his young
bride, Esther Hoar. In 1797 Eldad and his family are reported to have been
among the first families that founded the West Parish Church.

Eldad’s revolutionary service was the basis for Kate Hitchcock Hartwell’s
membership in the DAR. While Eldad may not have actually heard “the shot
heard round the world” on April 19, 1775 in Lexington, he came fairly close. He
marched to the alarm of April 18 with a regiment of Brimfield men to the defense
of Lexington and Concord. Brimfield is close to Springfield, about 70 miles from
Lexington. Given the distance, they couldn’t have gotten there in time for the
battle. In fact, it seems likely that they couldn’t have even gotten the warning
that the British were marching before the shots were actually fired. But the fact
that they marched on the 19th, from Brimfield, indicates the speed at which the
alarm spread and the seriousness with which the colonials viewed the situation at
the time. Eldad served as a private mustered in Captain Joseph Thompson’s
company of Colonel Timothy Danielson’s regiment. Eldad subsequently served
for eight months in Danielson’s regiment, and received (or at least requested) a
Bounty Coat “or its equivalent in money” for his service. Eldad died in
Westminster in 1810.

* %k k

Nathan Niles, Jr: a soldier of the Revolution. Born at Bridgewater, MA, in
1750,died in Auburn, ME, 1814. He married Jane Gurney. They sold their home
and land in 1778 and moved to Maine. By 1780, they were living at Sylvester
Plantation, ME. Nathan was one of several men who contracted in 1782 with the
proprietors of Sylvester to build its first meeting house which was completed in
1783. Nathan was a cordwainer by trade and was elected Town Selectman in
1787 and surveyor of highways in 1792. Jane was illiterate but her brother Rev
David Gurney was a Harvard graduate (1785) and a Classical Scholar and author of
English grammar texts. They had nine children.



Robert Puckett

* %k %k

Samuel Smith: March 23™, 1776, a township committee was appointed to buy up
all the arms that were fit for service. Samuel Smith of Buckingham was appointed
to that post for the upper district. In May, at the age of 27, he assisted John Lacy
in recruiting a company of 64 men. He was named First Lieutenant. They joined
Gen Anthony Wayne’s Regiment and marched to Valley Forge. On July 15" 1776,
a meeting was held and Samuel Smith was elected delegate from Bucks Country
to a Convention held in Philadelphia that was to form a State Constitution.

[TRENTON AND VICINITY, 1775

‘ — D)
THE BATTLE OF TRENTON, { / S A —
26 December 1776 / Ve gf \
. B s e &

," r 4

!
1
|

On December 20'™", 1776, Generals Sullivan and Gates joined Washington near the
Delaware ad with reinforcements of Buck County men, increased the Army to
6,000. On Christmas night, Washington crossed the Delaware River while General
Rawle, the Hessian Commander at Trenton, was enjoying the festivities of the
night. Washington’s small army surrounded him, took 1,000 prisoners, arms and
several pieces of artillery. Samuel Smith remained in the army until the close of
the war. In 1784, he was present at the taking of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown,
VA. Soon after, he returned to his native county and married Ann Lacy where
they settled on a farm in Buckingham, Bucks County, PA, where he died in 1836 at
the age of 87.
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James Wellman: (born 1754), and his uncle Solomon Wellman both served in the
American Revolution in the New Hampshire militia. James mustered into Josiah
Russell’s Company of Rangers on October 9, 1776 as a private. The next summer,
both James and Solomon can be found in the New Hampshire militia Company of
Colonel Jonathan Chase, and they marched in June 1777 to the relief of Fort
Ticonderoga, on the shores of Lake Champlain, and served also under General
Gates at Saratoga in September of the same year.

Ticonderoga and Saratoga were critically important sites dominating control of
Lake Champlain and the Hudson River. Control of this stretch of geography was
viewed by both sides as a geographic key to winning the Revolution by controlling
access to New England. The British hoped to cut off New England from the rest of
the colonies, and the Americans attempted, initially, to capture Quebec through a
line of attack based on strategic control of the water access through Lake
Champlain.

The Americans under Ethan Allen had captured Ticonderoga itself in 1775 in a
stunning victory for the underdog Americans. By the summer of 1777,
“Gentleman Johnny” Burgoyne, commanding the British regulars, was ordered to
travel from Canada down Lake Champlain to the Hudson River. The intent was for
his army to link up with a British army under Howe coming north from New York,
thus splitting the radical colonies of New England from the more moderate mid-
Atlantic and southern colonies.

Notwithstanding our ancestor’s service defending the fort, Ticonderoga fell to
Burgoyne on July 5th and 6th. Burgoyne’s campaign, though, was ill fated. A
British detachment seeking supplies was defeated at Bennington, Vermont. A
second British column, under St. Leger, was forced to retreat to Canada when
beset by Benedict Arnold. Reinforcements expected from New York never
materialized, as Howe had sailed off to Philadelphia and a detachment under
Clinton arrived too late. The remaining redcoats under Burgoyne met the
Americans again in early September at Saratoga, and both sides dugin. In
October, Burgoyne attacked, but was defeated and surrendered, thus ending the
Battle of Saratoga on October 17. Historians view Saratoga as a key turning point
in the war, keeping the colonies united geographically and providing initiative and
a morale boost to the Americans.



