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WRSSAR FACES CRISIS IN 2020 
Programs at Risk Due to a Lack of Volunteers

The WRSSAR is America's largest and oldest local chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.  We were 
founded in 1892 and are proud to claim a membership that averages 450 members.  Three hundred of our 450 
members are Life Members and we are grateful that they made the financial commitment to become Life 
Members.  There is so much for us to be proud of but we also have to be clear with our members when there is 
a problem on the horizon.  In spite of years of gentle warnings, it is now time to sound the alarm.

The WRSSAR is a fully volunteer organization and as 2019 begins, we are facing what can only be called “A 
Crisis of Volunteerism”.  While we have been able to maintain a dependable team of Officers and Trustees for 
the Board, 99% of the work of the SAR is actually done by our program committees.  

Let's be frank.  At the start of 2019, there are only 3 active committees:  The Color Guard, the Consolidated 
Funds committee (our investment committee) and the Nominating Committee which is made up of previous 
presidents.  The current leadership team has pledged to make sure that our programs continue in 2019 but 
many of our programs will become inactive in 2020 if new volunteers do not step forward to maintain or build 
these programs.  

This is not a new problem to non-profit organizations.  The Rotary Club, Torch International and so many other 
groups suffer from the same problem.  The world has changed and people have less time to volunteer.  There is 
no point to any argument that begins “Back when I was an officer...” because it is not the past and today's 
families simply live in a different world and face different challenges.  But, I strongly believe that the 
WRSSAR is an organization worth fighting to remain relevant and important in our society!

Thanks to our healthy endowment and our Life Membership program, the WRSSAR will always exist and we 
will hold membership meetings.  However, the life blood of the SAR has always been our youth outreach, 
education and community outreach programs.  Without new blood, almost all of these programs will simply 
cease to exist in 2020 as the leaders of these programs over the last decade step down from their positions.  

But, this newsletter is not a funeral dirge for our dying programs. This newsletter will highlight our glorious 
successes in hopes that they inspire a new generation of leaders.  It should be stated that I have not obtained 
consent from our previous volunteers to share these stories.  Rather, I feel that their dedication and sacrifice is 
at risk of being forgotten should I not share their tales.  None of these men wish for their actions or service to 
be highlighted.  They did not ask for credit or reward.  I share these stories with you today because I fear that 
without them, our great society is at risk of existing only on paper instead of leading by actions.  
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The Board & Officers of the  

Western Reserve Society SAR: 
President Thomas Stickney
1st VP Richard Rezie
2nd VP William Ross
Secretary William Ross
Treasurer J. Atlee Horner III
Registrar Richard Rezie
Historian John H. Franklin, Jr.
Genealogist Nathan Carmon
Chaplain David B. Foster
Parliamentarian:    Thomas Stickney
Statutory Agent:    Richard Rezie
Trustee:        Ted Minier
Trustee:       John Franklin
Trustee: Frank Moore II
Trustee:                  Peter Knox
Trustee: Daniel Mitchell
Trustee: William Shanklin
Trustee: David Benson
Trustee: David Foster
Trustee: Michael Kertes

Board Meetings are held quarterly
 at the Union Club of Cleveland

Starting at 1145am.  

            The Board & Officers serve to provide
            financial accountability, mission 
            oversight and strategic planning.   
 

February 16th, 2019
Annual George Washington's Birthday Luncheon
Shaker Heights Country Club
11:30am  Cash Bar
12:00pm Color Guard Presents Nations Colors
Featured Speaker:  Lead Tour Guide from President

Thomas Jefferson's Monticello Estate.  This is our 3rd 
and final speaker in our Great Presidential Estates
Series.  
Lunch:  Petit Filet of Beef, vegetable, potato, 
salad, rolls/butter, cherry pie.
RSVPs due by 2/9/2018
Cancellations must be made by 2/11/2018
Payment may be made at the door via cash, check or 
credit card. 
$35 single meal ticket
$50 Patron Ticket ($15 tax deductible donation)
$100 Sponsor Ticket ($65 tax deductible donation)
$250 Benefactor Ticket ($215 tax deducible donation)
We are soliciting donations for a Silent Auction.  Please 
contact us if you know of anyone or any organization 
that might donate items to our auction.

April 10th, 2019
Annual Americanism Contest:
Elementary poster, middle school brochure and high 
school oration contest. 

The 100th Bomb Group (planned)
1145am – 2pm

Check our website in the spring to confirm the time, 
location and details for our other events scheduled for:  
June, September, November and Decmeber of 2019. 

2019 Calendar of Events 

Stay in touch with the WRSSAR:  Visit our Facebook page 
for photos, news and updates:  www.facebook.com/wrssar 

Or, visit our website at www.wrssar.org for event 
information, newsletters and more 

http://www.wrssar.org/


A Message From Our Treasurer & Newsletter Editor 

Or, imagine how families were torn apart during the Civil War.  In my own family, I found a family history 
book where one of several brothers penned a letter to his his family – wishing them all well as a Union 
household but informing them that he was leaving to fight for the confederacy.  Those were days of conflict!  

I say this not to diminish the importance of the various issues that we are facing today - issues that are in 
many ways, pushing us to turn off the TV so that we don't have to hear the noise and shouting.  I know many 
people who simply will not talk politics with anyone and who have given up watching TV or reading the 
paper – just so that they can find a minute of peace.

But, we are the WRSSAR.  Our ancestors took risks.  Our ancestors had a dream for what this country could 
be.  They had no idea if their dreams would be realized.  And, as we know from history, our ancestors and our 
Founding Fathers DID NOT ALWAYS AGREE – to say the least.  Slavery, taxation, Federalism...the issues 
were enormous and many of them remain as the roots of our disagreements today.  

In the past few years, as the tensions in this country have built up, you have seen a new slogan out of the 
WRSSAR:  The WRSSAR – the antidote to rampant partisanism.  This is more than a slogan.  It is a feeling 
that has been shared by the Officers and Trustees of the SAR.  We know that it would take very little to push a 
member from dropping his membership if he felt that this great society were taking a partisan position on the 
issues.  It has been our explicit goal to make the SAR non-partisan.  But, this does not mean that our members 
check their opinions, morals, and ideas at the door.  

Rather, as a fraternal society, we recognize that we all come with political beliefs.  But, when we meet, we 
focus on what we have in common first:  our love of what this country can be; our love for our ancestors' 
contributions and sacrifices, and our hope that the America that our children inherit will be one that far 
exceeds our Founders best ideals.  We sit in fellowship – joking, laughing and trying against all odds to see 
each other as friends, compatriots and individuals who merit respect.  

As the political tensions mount, I encourage you to not turn away from the SAR in an effort to avoid politics.  
Instead, volunteer for the SAR so that you can help us to promote our shared values and the ideals so hardly 
fought for in the Revolutionary War.  Put any 4 SAR members in a room and they will disagree on politics – 
just like Hamilton, Jefferson, Washington, Burr – and so many other did.  But, instead of being drawn into a 
political tirade from the left or right, help us to remind our neighbors why this country exists in the first place. 
 As you read this newsletter, I pray that you recognize what a truly VALUABLE resource the SAR can be to 
our community – if it remains an active, non-partisan leader!  Join us and make the WRSSAR even more 
relevant in the coming years!  At the SAR, there is plenty of room to lead!

Treasurer Horner (left) pictured with ROTC chairman 
Lee MacBride:   It has been my honor to serve as the 
treasurer for the WRSSAR for the past many years.  The 
WRSSAR is a tremendous organization that is honestly 
needed more today than ever before.   In the current 
political climate, friendships and families have been torn 
apart.  Certainly, the animosity and fear that exists today 
does not rival the way families were torn apart in the 18th 
and 19th centuries.  Imagine Christmas dinner in a loyalist 
household where the children were joining the various 
state militias to fight for US Independence.



Incredible WRSSAR Programs That May Fade Away Without New Leaders

Junior ROTC & ROTC programs:
For as long as I can remember, compatriot Lee 
MacBride has been the heart and soul of the 
JROTC / ROTC  programs at the WRSSAR.

Each spring, Lee attends Junior ROTC and 
ROTC ceremonies across the region in order to 
award cadets the SAR ROTC Medal in honor of 
their leadership, merit and general excellence.  
The medal is designed to recognize the citizen-
solider as envisioned by the Minutemen of the 
Revolutionary War. 

However, Lee is not presenting a medal like a 
valet hands you your car keys.  Lee works with 
the various JROTC commanders to get to know 
the cadets.  Many of the cadets come from 
single family households that suffer from 
extreme poverty.  For many, the JROTC 
represents some of the only examples of 
structure, discipline, service and honor in their 
young lives.  

Whether or not a JROTC cadet enters the 
military, his or her training will make him a 
better employee or businessman, leader, and 
parent.  In many of the public schools, almost no 
funding exists for these programs.  
Commanding officers often pay for programs 
out of their own pockets.  But, they continue 
their service out of love of the country, love for 
the military and love for their cadets. 

When Lee stands before the cadets and awards 
them their medal, he is conveying our 
appreciation for their service through the 
JROTC and our respect for their commitment to 
our country.  “Honor” and “Respect' are words 
that are hard to find in America today. 

As Lee prepares to move out of town, he 
implores us to expand this program.  But, with 
Lee's departure, it will cease to exist in 2020.  
Don't let this program die – it should be one of 
our premier youth programs for the next decade! 
 Although Lee will hate this disclosure, so great 
was his love for this program that he personally 
bought all of the medals out of his own pocket 
rather than submit a request for reimbursement.   



More Incredible WRSSAR Programs that Will Disappear without New Leadership

The WRSSAR has an incredible record of 
success with our elementary poster 
contest, middle school brochure contest 
and high school oration contests.  Over the 
past several decades, we have earned 1st 
place nationally in the Oration contest and 
won numerous times at the State level.  

More importantly, these three programs 
have been our premier Youth Outreach 
programs.  Ask any SAR member if “they 
still teach history in school' and you will 
get an ear-full of complaints.  Whether 
that criticism is valid or not, what is true is 
that the WRSSAR has been promoting US 
Revolutionary War history in our schools 
for decades.  And, all three programs will 
cease to exist without new leaders in 
2020. 

Bob Mattoon was a WWII veteran and 
chairman of the poster contest for years.  
Even as Bob's health failed him, he would 
hire a driver to take him to elementary 
schools across the region where he would 
sit with 3rd-5th graders and tell them about 
the history behind each year's topic.  The 
children sat – mesmerized – as they would 
listen to Bob bring history alive.  

Additionally, Bob would return to these 
schools at the end of the year to present 
the winning students with their certificates 
and checks.  It was important to him and 
to the school that we become part of their 
award ceremonies.  Bob has died and we 
need a new leader to carry on his work!

For 20 years, Jack Horner was 
synonymous  with the WRSSAR Oration 
contest.  He was one of its greatest 
supporters.  Thanks to his generosity, the 
Oration Fund now has more than $20,000 
to fund future awards – freeing it from 
dependence on our general funds.  Jack 
died the night before the oration contest in 
2012 and his son has tried to keep it going 
but he leaves us in 2020.  We need a new 
leader who will promote the program city-
wide and bring us more national victories! 

Top Left Photo: Poster Chairman Bob Mattoon
Top Right:  Oration Chairman Jack Horner

Photos 3 & 4:  National SAR Oration Contest
Winner Sophia Zupanc from the WRSSAR



More Wonderful WRSSAR Programs that Will Disappear Without New Leaders

The WRSSAR GRAVES committee is in 
charge of locating and promoting the 
maintenance of Revolutionary War Veterans' 
graves in our area.  Pictured above, the 
WRSSAR joined with various DAR and other 
civic groups to restore grave markers 
damaged at the Erie Street Cemetery.  
Pictured left:  Revolutionary War veteran 
Jacob Russell is buried on city property in 
Shaker Heights.  The grave site is not 
maintained and the fence is rusted, breaking, 
and growing through the trees.   It was the 
previous chairman's hope that the WRSSAR 
could adopt the spot and bring it the honor 
that it deserves.

VETERANS COMMITTEE:
Northeastern Ohio is home to 200,000 
veterans – or, 9% of the adult population.  The 
WRSSAR, itself, has members who are 
veterans dating back to World War II.  In spite 
of our origin as a society of descendants of 
Revolutionary War veterans, our Veterans 
Committee has been inactive for over a 
decade.  What program could be more 
relevant to the SAR than a program designed 
to connect with, support and involve our local 
veterans?  Yet, without you, there is no 
outreach program from the WRSSAR. 



A HEALTHY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM IS A POINT OF HONOR FOR US ALLA HEALTHY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM IS A POINT OF HONOR FOR US ALLA HEALTHY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM IS A POINT OF HONOR FOR US ALLSome of Our Great Programs You May Not Even Know About

All of These Programs Below Will End in 2020 Without New Leaders

Poster Contest Brochure Contest Oration Contest Graves Committee 
JROTC/ROTC Veterans Outreach Public Relations  Newsletter
Historian Webmaster (Save us paying a firm if you can code in WordPress)

Plus, we need additional Color Guard members; a hospitality committee to greet new members,
maintain SAR name tags, take event payments at the door; additional help with new applications. 

Each year, we award hundreds of 8th graders the SAR Good Citizenship award. We award the SAR Eagle Scout 
award and the SAR High School Essay Award; Our Color Guard leads the Gates Mills 4th of July parade and 
Compatriot Watkins presents the 4th Grade essay award.  Each spring, we present an award at the WRHS's 
annual History Day Competition and whenever we see a homeowner flying the flag correctly (lighted at night, 
etc), we take the time to knock on the door, introduce ourselves and award him the SAR Flag Certificate. Most 
importantly, the Color Guard represents us at dozens of civic events each year.  Pictured above: the Color Guard 
stands by the painting, The Spirit of '76, which was created by Archibald Willard, a member of the WRSSAR.     



Western Reserve Society
Sons of the American Revolution
J. Atlee Horner III, Treasurer
17511 Daleview Drive
Lakewood, OH  44107 

 

From our website you can:

*  See a calendar of upcoming events (Events Page)
*  RSVP for upcoming events right on the same page
*  Access our Membership Roster (Members' Only Page)
*  Pay your annual dues online via credit card (Renew Membership Page)
*  Access all of our recent Newsletters (Newsletter Page)
*  Contact us via email with any question or comment.
    Email us if you do not know the Member's Only password.

All donations are fully deductible and appreciated.  
Donations may be made via Paypal on our new and improved website or via check:  

17511 Daleview Drive, Lakewood, OH, 44107

MEMBERS – THIS IS A CRITICALLY IMPORTANT NEWSLETTER – 
PLEASE OPEN IT AND READ CLOSELY!  URGENT MATTER !!! 

Remember:  Our Website (WRSSAR.org) is our primary means of 
communication with our members!
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